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‘Our missionaries have penetrated into the 
eart of Africa, into the wild and hitherto 
| unknown parts ecan iad by these natives, 
and we have taught them the use of modern 
inventions. The natural result is that the 
natives look upon our inventions as great, 
and upon ourselves as a great people and 
worthy to be emulated. They follow us in 
| agriculture, in the style of architecture, 
Mode of dress, use of firearms, the utiliza- 
tion of our vehicles for transport, and in all 
Ways our improvements are copied, and 
therefore they are very ready, when our 
missionaries come, to say: “You are great be- 
©ause you have been able to accomplish so 
much; therefore we pagent your religion.” 
It ae great pity that fn. i 
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al Ci ocess. Were we all 
good, and were our teachers all good, capable 
Only of acts becoming their religion, all would 
‘be well; but, unfortunately, the native copies 
the bad as well as the good. Therefore when 
our heathen brother accepts our religion be- 
cause he believes it is good, inasmuch as it is 
ours, he also learns to drink whisky because 
he.sees the white ma ; he learns to 
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6 the white man lies to 
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I RTHUR W. fers. 
‘aptain Late South African Field Forces. 
RIGHTON BEACH, N. Y., July 7. 
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I shall never forget the poor drunken creature of a chief 
who staggered along the path to meet me, shot his arm up in the aix, 
and, by way of good morning, sald, "Thank you, master:" or the 
drunken village I passed through, whose collections of half-naked 
maudlin women sat drinking beer and singing. Or another village 
I approached on a Saturday night after a long day's tramp utterly 
fagged out. A Saturday night at home was curiously persistent in 
my thoughts as I drew near it. ‘There was general shouting and 
singing going on, which did not cease as I entered the village just 
at dark. "What's the noise about?" "Beer drinking, sir." 
It is the nearest resemblance +o the Glasgow Green on a Saturday 
night I have yet seen in Africa. There was general restlessness, 
excitement, and singing, or rather shouting. It kept up for hours, 
and grew louder, and a fire was set agoing, then a hut caught it, a@ itw 
was done intentionally, and the lurid flames leapt up and lapped it 
round and the roof crashed down, and I thought there was danger 
of a general conflagration. But my boys laughed at my fears. 
I went over to it in among the crowdg of whom two drunken women 
were specially distinguishing themselves by their howling and rolling 
on the ground. "What is the matter with these two, Yona?" I 
asked. "One, sir," he said, "is crying for her pot, and the other 
is crying for her beer." I went away to my tent sick at heart. 
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“Ours is a great commercial and Christi 
to live in peace with all men. We wish others t 
as ourselves; and we hate hhe trade in slaves, 
of one common "ather; and the slave-trade being hateful to Him, we give 
you a proof of our desire to promote your prosperity by joining you in 
the attempt to open up your country to peaceful commerce, With this 
view the Queen sends a small steam-veasel to sail along the river Zambesi, 
which you know and agreed to be the best pathway for conveying merchandise, 
and for the purpose of exploring which Dr, Livingstone left you the last 
time, This is, as all men ‘mow, 'God's pathway;' and you will, we trust, 
do all that you can to keep it a free pathway for all nations, and let 
no one be molested when traveling or the river, 

Ne are a manufactwing people, and make all the articles which 
you see and hear 6f as coming from'the white men, We purchase cotton and 
make it into cloth; and if you will cultivate cotton and other articles, 
we are willing to buy them, No matter how much you may produce, our 
deople will purchase it.all, Let it be known among all your people, and 
among all the surrounding tribes, that the English are the friends and 


an nation, and we desire 
© sleep soundly as well 
We are all the children 
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promoters of all lawful commerce, but that they are the enemies of the 


slave-trade and s lave-hunting, 

We assure you, your elders and people, of our friendship, 
and we hope that the kindly feelings which you entertain toward the 
English may be continued between our children's children; and, aS we 
have derived all our greatness from the Divine religion we received 
from Heaven, it will be well if you consider it carefully when any 
of our people talk to you about it, 

We hope that Her Majesty's servants and people will be able to 
visit you from time to time in order to cement our friendship, and to 
promote mutual welfare; and, in the meantime, we recommend you to the 


protection of the Almighty," 
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